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editorial 
Campaign '92 

Once again American voters are using adjectives like "outraged," "fed up," 
and "turned off" to describe how they feel about this year's candidates, this 
year's incumbents, this year's campaign, this year's Congress, this year's econ-
omy, this year's anything. Once again American voters are wielding a double-
edged sword of anger and apathy, not quite sure whom in the political arena 
they ought to slay and whom they ought to defend. Otherwise optimistic citi-
zens are beginning to wonder whether U.S. -democracy itself is hurtling nonstop 
toward self-destruction. Seldom is heard a non-discouraging word. 

Nonetheless, this is no time for American voters to abdicate their respon-
sibility to vote responsibly. Above the din of politicking as usual the United 
States Catholic Conference utters a few words of sanity and civility about how 
to carry out such a responsibility. 

The most important bit of advice is to analyze issues and assess candidates' 
positions and qualifications. More specifically, the USCC in its election-year 
statement, Political Responsibility: Revitalizing American Democracy, calls on 
voters to measure candidates' positions on how they affect the common good. 
"The key to a renewal of public life is reorienting politics to reflect better the 
search for the common good, reconciling diverse interests for the well-being of 
the whole human family," the document notes. 

In that light, the USCC names several key challenges for 1992, the first being 
a concern for the "haunting needs of vulnerable children in our midst." Other 
critical questions that need to be addressed in this year's campaign, according 
to the USCC are the following: 

•How to harmonize a powerful market economy and just public policies to 
alleviate hunger, homelessness, joblessness, declining real income for families 
and hostility toward immigrants and refugees. 

• How to combat prejudice and discrimination and heal the wounds of racism 
and sexism. 

•How to support families in their "irreplaceable moral role and social 
duties.'' 

• How to respond creatively to a world marked by violent conflict, denial of 
human rights and global poverty. 

' •How to quell violence here at home, whether it be the violence of abortion, 
euthanasia or the death penalty. 

"We believe every proposal, policy or political platform should be measured 
by how it touches the human person; whether it enhances or diminishes human 
life, human dignity and human rights; and how it advances the common good.'' 

Perhaps if enough voters undertook the responsibility to address these chal-
lenges seriously and aggressively and insisted that candidates do likewise, 
American democracy would indeed be revitalized. Who knows. Maybe even 
campaign strategists would catch on. If voters don't undertake the responsibil-
ity, however, it appears unlikely that anyone will and the current level of 
anger and apathy will not subside. SNB 
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reader reaction 
We have obligation to help poor in other countries 
by Ellen Wallgren 
Bluffton, MN 

I am writing in response to Janice 
Halvorson' s letter, (reader reaction, 
March 26) concerning helping the 
poor of other countries because I am 
disturbed by its negative tone. 

Certainly we have many P,eople liv-
ing in poverty in the United States 

and we have an obligation as Chris-
tians to do all we can to help them. 
But we also need to be open and will-
ing to help the people of other coun-
tries who have not been as materially 
blessed as most of us are here in the 
United States. 

Christ's wish that we be loving and 
generous with all knows no bound-
aries!• 

Reader disappointed to see Chairman Mao quoted 
by Eric Mildebrath 
St. Cloud, MN 

Regarding your March 19 issue of 
the St. Cloud Visitor cover story by 
Micheal O'Neill. The quotation cred-
ited to Chairman Mao as being mean-
ingful and providing insight into the 
article to follow is absolutely inappro-

priate, illogical and inexcusable. 
Communist dictator Mao was a tyran-
nical monster who would in no way 
tolerate contention of thought or per-
mit it to blossom. I am terribly dis-
appointed that his name and writings 
even appear in the Visitor much less 
be used in such a complimentary 
manner.• 

Don't let KC salary ruin the organization's image 
by Msgr. Vincent Yzermans 
Marvin, S.D. 

{Msgr. Yzermans, a priest of the St. 
Cloud Diocese, is a veteranjoum,alist, 
editor and historian. He resides at 
Blue Cloud Abbey.) 

In my more than 40 years as a 
priest I have come to know thou-
sands of men who are Knigµts of 
Columbus. They are dedicated men 
who volunteer their time and talent 
almost to a fault to enhance the 
quality of life in their communities 
and parishes. Those who follow 
the principles of the Knights of 
Columbus truly deserve to be called 
"the strong right arm of the 
Church." 

Many of these good men, I fear, 
are troubled and angry these days. 
They have read parts of the unravel-
ing story about the Supreme Grand 
Knight, Virgil Dechant, and some 
questionable practices at the 
supreme headquarters in New 

Haven, Conn. 

These are several items in the 
sad account: 

• Last year Supreme Knight De-
cpant received a salary,.of . ,500; 
Deputy Supreme Knight 'nn, 
-$230,400; and Supreme ocate 
W. Patrick Donlin, $162, 

Many have asked what exactly do 
these men do to warrant such ex-
horbitant salaries. 

:, • 4st year personnel · 
, with the KC supreme h 

spent $2,671,639 in trav , ense. 

•A New Haven newspaper re-
. cently carried an advertisement 
for a personal chaffeur for Dechant 
to drive him "to and from local 
residence as well as to and from 
airports." When the story leaked 
out, Dechant fired Donald Ondusky, 
the KC's director of human ser-
vices. 

Some reporters indicate this is 
only the tip of the iceberg. 

Dechant defends his salary by 
saying it is within the perimeters 
set by Executive Compensation 
Services, an international body 
that monitors corporate executive ., 
salaries. This smacks suspiciously 
as a serious case of good_ old-fash-
ioned American greed. 

Dechan! does not, however, 
mention that in his monthly column 
in Columbia, the official publication 
of the Knights of Columbus, he 
continually urges members of the 
organization to act as Christians 
and not accept current secular 
values . 

As a Fourth Degree Knight of 
Columbus, I can only hope that 
my brother knights will not leave 
our order because of this. 

I also hope that others will not 
think less of the Knights of Colum-

bus because of this sad and tragic 
disclosure. We all need to be re-
minded of what many of our 
mothers taught us: "One bad apple 
does not .... " 

It is imp~ative, however, that 
the, Knights of Columbus perform 
a bit 'of spring housecleaning. At 
this stage, it seems this task mu.st 
be carried out by the rank and 
file members. ' 

That "rank and file" member-
ship of the Knights of Columbus 
has made the organization one of 
the glories of the Catholic Church 
in the United States. That glory 
cannot be diminished by the. ar'-
rogance and greed of a few. \. 

The men who make up that "rank 
and file'' will continue to be the 
loyal and dedicated neighbors we 
know. They will continue in the 
future, as they have in the past, to be 
devoted to the betterment of our 
communities and parishes. 
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