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editorial 
Intolerance, the root of violence 

We should not be surprised by the violent events of the last week in the city 
of Los Angeles. Saddened, yes. But surprised, no. Nor should we be surprised 
by the beating of Rodney King which gave rise to the violent outburst that left 
up to 50 people dead, thousands wounded and thousands of businesses destroyed. 

Violence is a national pastime. We read about it every day in newspapers. 
We watch it every night on television. It comprises the major part of what we 
call entertainment. 

But this is not another of those "Blame it on the media" editorials, though 
some such blame may be well-placed. Nor is this another "Blame it _ on the 
racists" editorials, though again, a case could be made for that too. 
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No, this is not an editorial about blame at all. It is an editorial about intoler- • 
ance, because it is intolerance that underlies and gives rise to violenoe. And, al-
though the Rodney King tragedy is the most prominent case of intolerance 
gone awry in the news right now, we need not l9ok far to see that intolerance 
has been breeding and breathing in just about every level of society. Like HIV, 
it is a virus that can take years to detect, but once it takes hold cannot be pre-
vented from developing into a deadly disease. 

Perhaps nowhere is intolerance more visible these days than in the public 
display of acrimony between those who call themselves pro-life and those who 
call themselves pro-choice. The events of the past two weeks in Buffalo, New 
York, are testimony. Pro-choicers hurled at their opponents such slogans as, 
"God is a dyke," and "Mary is a whore." Intolerance. 

Operation Rescue's founder, Randall Terry, in turn, p_romised to expose, 
embarrass and publicly disgrace doctors who perform abortions "for the mur-
ders they've committed." Pro-lifers planned to picket on the sidewalks in front 
of the doctors' homes, contact their neighbors and publicly announce their 
names. Intolerance. 

Both sides, meanwhile, continue to call their own tactics non-violent. This is 
not non-violence. This is verbal, psychological, religious and anti-religious vio-
lence. And, like the effects of racism in this country, it is sure to erupt eventually 
into physical abuse. Meanwhile, there is very little beneficial dialogue on the 
abortion issue. And Americans receive less and less real and effective education 
about the sacredness of human life and instead are subjected to an endless 
parade of bitter slogans emanating from what they perceive to be two equally • 
obnoxious factions. ~d the era of violence against unborn children is 
prolonged because too many people are too tired of the topic to do anything 
serious about it. 

And it is not just in the so-called secular sphere that intolerance proliferates 
and mushrooms into violence. It exists perhaps in its most virulent form in the 
church itself. Catholics hating ether Catholics. 

Just last week, for example, Father Richard McBrien, a University of Notre · 
Dame theologian and national columnist, spoke at an Indianapolis parish. A 
group that opposes Father McBrien' s views on several issues chose to· express 
their disagreement by taking out a full-page newspaper ad calling the priest a 
heretic, and calling themselves Defenders of the Faith. Intolerance. 

Likewise, Rosemary Radford Ruether, another theologian, was branded a 
heretic when she arrived to speak at Omaha's Creighton Univer~ity. Intoler-
ance. 

Unfortunately, this distinguished theologian reportedly chose to respond by 
calling her detractors ''theological illiterates.'' Intolerance. 

And thus progresses the battle between Catholics who call themselves liberal 
jor intellectual, or progressive, or enlightened) and Catholics who call them-
selves conservative jor orthodox, or faithful, or defenders of the faith) . 

The result? We have very little dialogue in the church and very much name-
calling. And those of us who are commissioned by baptism to be witnesses of 
Christ's love are demonstrating instead that intolerance is tolerable, dialogue 
dispensable, verbal and psychological violence acceptable. 

And thus it is. In families . In schools. In neighborhoods. In parishes. In the 
whole country. Intolerance. Intolerance of someone else's opinions. Intolerance 
of someone else's skin color. Intolerance of someone else's hair style. On all 
levels, we seem to have lost the ability to discuss, to listen, to respect. Racial in-
tolerance has erupted into physical violence in L.A. Expect other brands of in-
tolerance to erupt into violence soon. SNB 

Something in the Visitor strike your 
"" fancy? Or rub you the wrong way? 

Write a letter to the editor. The Visi-
tor publishes reactions to stories, 
commentaries and columns as well 
as opinions on any topic of interest 
to Catholics. Please limit your re-
marks to 150 words or less and in-
chide your first and last names, ad-
dress and phone number. Anony-
mous letters and letters submitted 
simultaneously to other publica-
tions will not be considered. 
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reader reaction 
Salary of KC's Decha~t is an insult to many -people 
by Father Anthony Kroll 
Sauk Centre, MN 

I want to give another view to the 
article on the salary of the Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of Columbus 
{St. Cloud Visitor, April 23) . His salary 
is $455,000 a year. The article said his 
salary is "not out of line" and that he 
has many responsibilities. I'm sure 
he has. 

I think his salary is an insult to 
many people. Consider the migrant 
worker who makes $4.65 an hour 
jwhen it's not raining). They produce 
the best and most economical food in 
the world. 

Oh, there is responsibility in the 
insurance business. But parents have 
even a greater responsibility, and 
how about teachers,_ politicians, or 
workers in the retirement homes? 

These salaries of the chiefs go up 
and up. It's like keeping up with the 
Joneses, even if it is called "the mar-
ket value". There seems to be no end 
to it. Everyone does it. How come 
money management jobs have top 

priority in our Christian society? 
We have a serious ·mandate from 

our risen Lord to not just go with the 
flow, but to give a new ethic .. We 
have a much higher value - to help 
usher in the Kingdom of God. Christ 
tells us about the foolish one who tore 
down his granary to build a bigger 
one. 

Pope John Paul II writes, "Love for 
others, and in the first place for the 
poor, in whom the Church sees Christ 
himself, is made concrete in the pro-
motion of justice ... for this to happen 
.. .it requires above all a change of 
lifestyles, of models of production 
and consumption, and of the estab-
lished structures of power which 
today govern societies {On the Hun-
dredth Anniversary) . · 

It's time to retool. I think we 
Knights should take the lead in 
rethinking our priorities. Christ came 
to serve, not to be served. We don't 
have to defend the big salaries of 
those on the top, but start fraternity 
and justice for the ones pushed down 
on the bottom. • 

did Vatican bank o{ficials escape prosecution? 
by Eric Mildebrath 
St. Cloud, MN 

Regarding the Banco Ambrosiano 
case as reported in the St. Cloud Visitor 
of April 23: 

How can the fraudulent bankrupt-
cy perpetrators be immune from 
prosecution, remain free and be in 
receipt of the forgiveness of sin with-
out restitution, repayment or 
remorse? I was taught that when we 
confess a sin that we know involves 
injury to_another we are to make 
apology and restitution before we can 
be truly repentant and be forgiven. 

Jesus told the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees to ''bring forth therefore fruit 
befitting repentance. {Matthew 3:8)." 
Zacchaeus immediately restored 
fourfold his gains made by fraud 
when Jesus visited his home and then 
Jesus forgave him {Luke 19:8). 

What are the Vatican bank officials 
doing to make compensation and res-
titution? Or are they totally innocent? 

The limited information in the arti-
cle causes cortfusion and some possi-
ble scandal by not reporting more 
fully what is being done by Vatican 
officials and the U.S. Archbishop 
Marcinkus. • -

Congratulations to Rush Lake confirmation class 
by Phyllis Fahey 
Fergus Falls, MN 

Congratulations are in order to the 
confirmation class of St. Lawrence's 
Parish of Rush Lake - and to their 

pastor and teachers. The picture of 
their living Way of the Cross in the 
April 23 St. Cloud Visitor was wonder-
ful. I'm sure the re-enactment of the 
Way of the Cross is a memory they'll 
always have. • 
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