
Page 6/Saint Cloud Visitor/February 2, 1995 

· '-----=I ===::::;:=:;;--edi~t=--=--=01==--==-=•1~~rt1 ~ I 
Exercise your remote control 

The fourth annual ;'Turn Off TV Day," promoted by Morality in Media, is set 
for Friday, Feb. 10. The 24-hour television blackout is a protest against the pro-
fusion of profanity, pornography and violence that spews forth daily from the 
tube. It is no longer only the so-called "religious right" that is concerned about 
the kind of human beh avior that Americans - especially young Americans - · 
are exposed to day after day, week after week, and year after year on sitcoms, 
made-for-TV movies, talk shows, music videos and even cartoons. 

The U.S. bishops in their 1994 pastoral message, Confronting a Culture of 
Violence, note tha t children w itness 8,000 murders and 100,000 other acts of vio-
lence on television before they complete elementary school. 

In a column related to Newsweek magazine's current cover story on "Shame: 
How do we bring back a sense of right and wrong?" Joe Klein lists television as 
one of the elements in our society that has contribu ted to a "vast, depressing 
moral collapse" in some neighborhoods. The particular moral collapse that Klein 
was worrying abou t was the collapse in sexual morality. Though long regarded 
as just a matter of personal choice and no one else's business, it is now becom-
ing apparent to more _than church leaders that such a cbllapse has social as well 
as personal consequences. 

It's true, of course, that a direct correlation between TV violence and illicit sex 
and real violence and illicit sex, is almost impossible to prove. At the same time, 
it's hard to argue that viewing 8,000 TV murders before reaching the age of rea-
son, doesn't have some effect on behavior. Or that there is not some threshold 
beyond which children, and perhaps even adults, can no longer make moral 
choices when they are continually bombarded with the glamorization of 
immoral choices. If sexual harassment is funny on prime time, why isn't it funny 
in the school hallway? 

But, while turning off the TV for one day is a worthwhile symbolic gesture, it 
is still merely a symbolic gesture. What difference can one or two fewer murders 
make out a total of 8,000? The violence will just be there waiting for us and our 
children on Feb. 11. In addition to turning off the set for one day, try turning it 
off, or at least turning the channel, every time violence, rudeness and demean-
ing of sexuality is portrayed as acceptable behavior. That may mean tuning out 
some things that are not usually targeted by Morality in Media. It may mean, for 
example, tuning out news-oriented talk shows when they degenerate into ver-
bal attacks on people who hold opposing viewpoints. After all, the words 
"bitch" and "fag" were both uttered on supposedly "serious" shows recently, 
and directed at real people, not sitcom characters. What impression does it leave 
on children, not to mention national morale, when our national leaders charac-
terize each other in such terms? 

We might as well face the fact that the TV industry is not willing to regulate 
itself. The only regulation will occur on our end. That regulation is exercised by 
exercising the remote control. And there are several options. Press "mute." Press 
"chan ge channel. " Press "off." SNB 

reader reaction 
Enjoy reading Visitor, but 
don't forget to pay for it 
by Aloys Rademacher 
Eden Valley, MN 

February is Catholic Press Month. 
Catholic journalism had its beginning 
in the U.S. in 1822, ushered in by a pio-
neering editor, Bishop John England of 
the Charles ton, S.C diocese . His 
became the fi rst diocesan paper, 
named The N ew Catholic Miscellany. 

Diocesan publications carry a collec-
tion of writings on church-related sub-
jects which provides nourishment for 
our interior lives. We all need to enjoy 
reading the St. Cloud Visitor more often. 
It does contain a variety of interesting 
articles on fa ith and family, including 
spiritual, which is so lacking by any of 
us, especially among our youth. 

Checkin g with some St. Cloud 
parishes and rural parishes as well, we 
find that on the average, only about 
one-third in a parish pay the subscrip-
tion price for the Visitor. The other 
two-thirds don' t mind if their parish 
pays for their Visitor. They probably 
get the impression that the Catholic 
Church has lately not done everything 
righ t either. 

What we have lost is an under-

standing of doctrine, its rela tionship to 
faith and its roots in Scripture and tra-
dition. With today's "New Age" con-
cepts and secularization infiltrating 
our lives, the world has "evangelized" 
the church faster than the church has 
evangelized the world. 

With moral values disappearing 
around us daily and Christianity in a 
constant battle with worldly pagan-
ism, and with almost no sense of the 
sacred, it's tough nowc1.days to teach 
and to take time to read about spiritu-
al matters concerning the church. It's 
time to seek a new beginning.• 

Relation of miscarriage 
to cancer is misleading 
by Fran and Eric Mildebrath 
St. Cloud, MN 

We are concerned that Father Tom 
Knoblach 's article (pro-lif e lines, Jan . 
26) may unnecessarily frigh ten many 
women who have experienced sponta-
neous abortions or miscarriages (a 
spontaneous abortion after' the 12th 
week of gestation), a n ot uncommon 
occurrence with many young mothers 
to be. 

It would have been bNter if 
Father Knoblach would have used 
only data from the most recent stud-
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"What did Cain kill Abel ooer? 

The front seat or the remote control?" 
© 1995 CNS Graphics 

Letters welcome 
Something in the Visitor strike 
your fancy? Or rub you the wrong 
way? The Visitor publishes reac-
tions to stories, commentaries and 
columns, as well as opinions on 
any topic of interest to Catholics. 
Please limit your remarks to 150 
words or less and include your 
name, phone number and address. 
Send letters to: Reader Reaction, 
St. Cloud Visitor, P.O. Box 1068, 
St. Cloud MN 56302. 

• 

ies w hich separate the induced abor-
tion s from spontaneous abortions. 
We believe that u sing the s tatistics 
from studies which include sponta-
neous abortions and induced abor-
tions is misleading . 

An article by Dr. Joel Brind identi-
fies a current study by Janet Daling, et 
al, published in the Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute which pre-
sents data supporting the increased 
threat of breast cancer due to induced 
abortions only. Dr. Brind states, "The 
m ost recent studies (including the 
Daling study) suggest that sponta-
neous abortion probably does not con-
fer increased risk." This is an impor-
tant fact that many young women 
need to know. 

We also feel it is inappropriate to 
mention breast cancer risks associated 
with the use of the pill and mammo-
grams in an article titled, "Abortion 
and Breast Cancer." Breast cancer risks 
due to those issues are covered under 
different studies. 

Let none of us confuse the life-
threatening issue of breast cancer and 
induced abortions more than they 
already are by including spontaneous 
abortions and induced abortions in the 
same statistics. They should stand a 
world apart. 

• How is reader to know 
truth in prayer debate? 
by Marge Zylla 
St. Cloud, MN 

I read with great interest your cover 
story on centering prayer and also the 
inserted response attributed to EWIN and 
Mother Angelica (SCVDec. 1). I found the. 
centering prayer ·article intriguing and 
also the concerns raised by Mother 
Angelica important concerns that de-
served some research and consideration. 

The way the article ended left me 
frustrated and confused . It seems to 
me that the Visitor is a teaching tool of 
the diocese and when conflicting ideas 
come to light, presenting both sides is . 
only half of the function of teaching . • 
What I needed to read was a teaching . 
from church documents or explana-
tions of contemplation from the saints, 
m ystics or doctors of the church that 
would clarify and direct us in contem-
plative prayer. We would then be reas-
sured in seeking union with God 
tnrough thjs type of prayer. 

I would hope that the Visitor would 
use this opportunity to bring people. 
together in teaching and explaining · 
truth, rather than leave people to de-
fend their favorite personages without 
knowledge of the truth behind them.• 


